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Students can visit the Stonewall Center on the bottom floor of the Werner University Center

For many people in the LGBTQ
community, it is challenging to continue
associating with the religious groups they
grew up with because they no longer feel like
they are accepted by those communities. A
common narrative says that LGBTQ identities
and religion are mutually exclusive, but this
is not something that all people believe.
To talk about this further, the Stonewall
Center organized a “Queer People of Faith
Panel” on April 9 in the Werner University
Center to discuss common issues that people
who identify as both religious and LGBTQ
experience.
With students of Muslim, Christian,
Spiritual and Jewish faiths represented
between the six panelists, a variety of
perspectives were present at the event. In
terms of sexuality, these students primarily
identified as pansexual, gay and lesbian —
although some of them acknowledged that it
was not that cut and dry.
When panelists talked about their
relationship with their respective religions

before coming out, they largely echoed positive
experiences of tight-knit communities and
family traditions. However, this generally
changed for people once those who have done
so came out.
“I knew I was gay since I was probably like
8, but because of my faith and what I grew
up with I didn’t talk about it,” said one of the
panelists.
Another of the panelists shared that
they had a similar experience of distancing
themselves from the church because they did
not feel welcome.
“When I came out, I felt that religion and
spirituality wasn’t for me and would never be
for me because I had been so hurt by it,” said
the panelist. “And it was a process of one to
two years for me to discover that religion and
spirituality is what I want it to be, and it’s still
a process. Those conflicting things is a really
central part of me and it’s something that I’ve
really worked to heal in myself.”
From a different perspective, a couple of
the panelists who described growing up in a

Photo by Bailey Thompson

more liberal community did not feel the same
severity of judgment that these first panelists
did.
“Where I grew up and how I was raised it
was never a big thing, but it was also never
really spoken about. So, there is some work to
be done there,” said a panelist.
One thing that the panelists agreed upon
was that it is important for queer communities
to be having more discussions around
religious identities and religious communities
to be having more conversations about queer
identities, since both of these will help to
bridge the gap that currently exists in many
places between these two groups.
“I am so grateful for having grown up
religious and having come out as queer,” said
one panelist to conclude. “It’s been real s---- sometimes, but it has given me such depth
and such perspective about what it means to
grow up and think one way and to entirely
shift my perspective.”
Contact the author at howlnews@wou.edu

HUNTING EGGS ON MONMOUTH

AVENUE

Western’s Student Veterans of America Bailey Thompson | News Editor
hosts annual Easter egg hunt

Continued on back

Photo by Ashlynn Norton

Brightly colored orbs
are being carefully placed
all around Monmouth
Avenue — waiting to be
found. All throughout the
week leading up to Easter
Sunday, students might
notice the ongoing Easter
egg hunt that is being
hosted by WOU Student
Veterans of America from
April 15-18.
Just by returning any
eggs that they find to the
Veterans Resource Center
in the lower level of the
Werner University Center,
students will win a prize.

wou.edu/westernhowl

The club is putting out 75-80 eggs each night
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New at

Abby’s House

Aislinn Addington shares upcoming
events to look out for
Bailey Thompson | News Editor

Of all the things happening at Abby’s House this term,
one of the biggest piece of news is the addition of Lisette
Cervantes to the Abby’s House professional staff. After
receiving a grant last March, Aislinn Addington, Abby’s
House Director, initially struggled to find someone to fill
the position; however, it worked well to hire Cervantes
because she has a different perspective as a student, she’s
trained and she has experience at Western.
Moving forward, Cervantes will spend 60-70% of her
time at Abby’s House and 30-40% with the Food Pantry.
Addington shared that her duties will be beneficial because
she will provide direct support to Spanish-speaking
students as well as reach out to traditionally underserved
populations like LGBTQ students and students with

disabilities to see what ways they can be better served will have students make DIY denim crafts. They will also
at Abby’s House. This will also be the first time that tell them about Denim Day — a day recognized every year
professional staff hours have been dedicated to supporting which commemorates an instance in Italy in 1992 where
the Food Pantry.
a young woman was sexually assaulted by her drivers ed
On top of welcoming Cervantes, there are a number of instructor, but where the court initially ruled that she had
events coming up during Spring Term that students can given consent because she was wearing tight jeans.
put on their calendars.
“Jeans are just a reminder of the amount of victim“April is traditionally Sexual Assault Awareness Month, blaming that goes on and the difficulty that we have in
but in Oregon we’ve switched that up a little bit so it’s prosecuting these crimes everywhere,” said Addington.
Sexual Assault Action Month,” said Addington.
A couple of other things that students can look out for in
Coming up, Abby’s House will be promoting their Start the upcoming term are the Student Health and Counseling
by Believing Campaign, which urges students to be loving Center beginning to offer forensic exams for students and
and supportive of individuals who come to them about Abby’s House putting on an event about alternatives to
sexual assault.
traditional menstrual products.
Another event Addington is excited about is called “The
If students would like to learn more about any of
Truth about Trafficking,” which will be held on April 18 in these events or if students are interested in becoming
Abby’s House.
an Abby’s House advocate for the 2019-2020 academic
“Ashley Anstett from the Sexual Assault Task Force year, they can email Addington at addingtona@wou.edu
is coming to campus to talk about human trafficking in or Cervantes at cervantesalmontel@wou.edu. They can
Oregon,” said Addington. She will be talking with the also contact a new confidential advocate email address,
Western community about the issue locally as well as what confidentialadvocate@wou.edu, if they would like to share
people can do to be supportive to survivors.
something with a confidential advocate like Addington or
On April 25, Abby’s House will be collaborating with Cervantes.
Alpha Chi Omega to have a Denim Day table where they Contact the author at howlnews@wou.edu

Q&A: ABBY’S HOUSE WELCOMES

An interview with Abby’s House’s
new Bilingual Advocate Outreach
Coordinator

LISETTE CERVANTES

Bailey Thompson | News Editor
Photo by Bailey Thompson

Q:

Q:
Q:

Lisette’s office is located inside of Abby’s House
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Q:

I’m very passionate about advocacy and helping
underrepresented people — just bringing more
inclusivity and resources to our campus. Being
bilingual is a new thing for us, and I think that’s
a great thing to have to support people even
more.

Can you tell me a bit about your new
position?
I work with both Abby’s House and the
Food Pantry. So, for Abby’s House, that
is the Bilingual Advocate part. And that’s
giving direct service to victims and survivors.
And for the Outreach Coordinator part, it’s
through the Food Pantry — supervising
and helping with food insecurities around
campus.

What is one fun fact about you that
people might not expect?
I love skateboarding… I’ve been practicing at
it, and I really enjoy that. Also, I used to want
to be a pastry chef.

Q:
Q:

wou.edu/westernhowl

What are some of your favorite things
about Monmouth and the Western
community?
I really like that it’s a small community, so
we’re able to just be more personal and help
more people. It’s very welcoming. Also, I’m an
undocumented student, and I’ve found a lot
of support from Western and their different
programs.

How do you think that this position will
challenge you moving forward?
I think it’s a challenge going from someone
who is a part of a team … to now being more
of a leader and being in charge. But, I think also
doing more outreach because a lot of people
don’t know about our services — so getting the
word out there is important.

What did your life look like before
entering this position?
I recently just graduated this last term. So, it’s
pretty fresh right now. Starting my freshman
year, I did mentoring for two years with
the MCR (Multicultural Representatives)
program, and that is being a mentor for two
to three incoming freshmen who are lowincome, first-generation or (have) diverse
backgrounds… And then I’ve been an
advocate with Abby’s House for three years
and two of those where I was the office
coordinator here. And I was a research
assistant with the suicide prevention grant
here on campus. I also did an internship at
Sable House, so that definitely helped prepare
me for this position.

What about this position drew
you to apply and stick around after
graduating?

Q:

What is one goal that you have for
Abby’s House or the Food Pantry in the
future?
I think I would just like us to be even more
inclusive. We’re adding these roles that I think
will help to just house things in one place
instead of having to navigate through this
whole system. So, definitely just being a place
where people can come to be safe and welcome
and to get the support that they need.

Contact the author at howlnews@wou.edu
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Farmers markets open in Independence

Downtown now hosting local vendors

Photo by Rebecca Meyers

Rebecca Meyers | Lifestyle Editor
Despite the pouring rain, two
farmers markets have officially
opened in downtown Independence.
On Saturdays, you can now attend
either one and find plants, produce,
baked goods and handmade crafts,
either behind Umpqua Bank or
where the street meets Riverfront
Park.
The first to open was the
“original” Independence Farmers
Market behind the bank, which
served free coffee and cinnamon
buns to celebrate the first day
open for business. This market,
which has been running since 1993
according to their website, offers a
small variety of herbs, plants and
flowers and also features a stand of
affordable jewelry.
Near the river, the Riverview
market offers a similar variety but
has some unique features. The

The Riverview Market is open despite the flooding in Riverfront Park

market manager Sue Barker explained
that some vendors’s attendance depends
on the weather. For example, textileselling booths are less likely to be present
when their merchandise is in danger of
getting drenched by the ever-present

Oregon rain. Fortunately, a few attend
rain or shine, so you can count on finding
farm fresh greens, homemade jams, baked
goods and even a blown-glass display.
Joshua Vincent of Vincent Glass
Works brings a portable workshop to the

Riverview Market, where shoppers
can observe the artwork in progress.
Vincent is married to a recent
Western graduate who studied art,
and therefore encourages any and all
art students at Western to continue
their studies: “I would be proud to
have (Western) students learning
from me.”
The Riverview Market has been
open for seven years now and has
slowly been growing. As for the
question as to what one should do
if they are interested in selling their
wares, Barker has a simple answer:
“Come talk to me!” Her booth is
easy to find — it’s the one with all the
brochures about local events.
The markets are a great way to
support local farmers and businesses,
as well as a great way to shop
outdoors and enjoy the sun once it
finally appears. Both markets are
open from April to November, from
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Saturdays.
Contact the author at howllifestyle@wou.edu

Food trucks and fried treats

Don Bigote’s settles in Salem

Rebecca Meyers | Lifestyle Editor
Along the stretch of Portland Road in Salem,
a small market’s parking lot is currently home
to two food trucks: one selling classic street
tacos and another with a complementary array
of desserts unlikely to be found in many other
places. Don Bigote is something I didn’t know
I needed: a churro-and-ice cream-centric range
of desserts.
To be clear, there are not just desserts on
this menu — there are a few wraps and fry
options — but they do make up a bulk of it.
And for good reason; this is clearly Don Bigote’s
specialty. Ice cream sandwiches made with fresh
churros, churro banana splits, plantains doused
in chocolate sauce whipped cream, crepes filled
with fruit and whipped cream and churros
rellenos — or filled with creams or jellies — are
just a few items on the list.
In short, this is the perfect place to go when
you’re craving the kind of ridiculous sweet and
fried goodness you’d find at a county fair.
Deciding I couldn’t not try one of their
advertised handcrafted churros, I ordered a
churro ice cream sandwich, because go big or
go home. The two fresh fried treats sandwiched
a generous scoop of Oreo ice cream and was
also drizzled in fudge and, interestingly, Fruity
Pebbles, which I found surprising but didn’t
object to.
Obviously, it was quite tasty. I found the ice
cream to churro ratio perfect, and the additional

toppings not overdone so that the two main flavors were
what really stuck out.
Overall, the ambiance is quite nonexistent and there’s
not much to be said about location. However, the next
time I have a reason to drive up Portland Road, I would
gladly make a slight detour to pick up a milkshake with a

Photo by Rebecca Meyers
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churro as a straw from a very pleasant staff. I would,
however, advise anyone doing the same to check their
hours, as they vary by the day.
Overall Rating: I would recommend Don Bigote.

Contact the author at howllifestyle@wou.edu

Don Bigote is located at 3390 Portland Rd NE, Salem
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Safe and sound
on campus

Discussing Western’s mission to uphold student and faculty
safety on campus
Karlene Curtin | Freelancer
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Essential
experiences for
exchange students
A suggested to-do list for international students
Rebecca Meyers | Lifestyle Editor
Every year, new international students are subjected to culture shock and
the many confusing quirks and tradition the United States has. Many will
be leaving Western with the rest of us after Spring Term. To those students,
hopefully your adjustment has been easy and you’ve learned a lot about the
community since your arrival. For those that haven’t already, here’s a few
more essential experiences to add to your to-do list before you leave.

Photo by Ashlynn Norton

When picking a school or place of
employment, we hope that our “dignity,
diversity and civil liberties are honored
and protected,” as stated by Campus
Public Safety. According to The National
Council For Home and Security,
Monmouth, Oregon ranks as the third
safest city in Oregon. With Western’s
population just over 5,000 students,
safety on campus is critical.
Campus Public Safety officers care
about Western’s students and faculty.
I had the opportunity to conduct an
interview with the office manager, Kevin
Thibeault, of CPS.
What are the benefits of having student
workers at CPS? Is it only for those who
want to pursue criminal justice?
Student workers provide many benefits
for Campus Public Safety. CPS student
workers help with traffic and event
control during big events such as
commencement, New Student Move-in
Day, and sporting events. CPS student
workers also help keep campus safe
by providing after hour support while
working dispatch for the university. CPS
encourages students from all different
backgrounds and educational degrees to
work within our department.
How do CPS Officers honor the civil
liberties of students and staff?
The following is our mission statement
found on our website.
“The mission of the Campus Public
Safety Department of Western Oregon

The main office is open 24 hours, seven days a week

University is to engender a sense of
safety and security by providing an
environment in which students, faculty,
staff and visitors can learn, work, and live.
This is accomplished by a professionally
trained corps of officers and staff that
honor the individual dignity, diversity,
and civil liberties of all people.”
CPS also plays a role in WOU’s ongoing
efforts to shape an inclusive university
environment. We recognize the various
dimensions of diversity, including,
but not limited to: race, ethnicity,
gender, socio-economic status, sexual
orientation, age, religion/spirituality,
size, abilities and disabilities, and gender
expression/identity.
CPS has an obligation to treat all
members of our campus community
with courtesy and respect.
What services are provided to students
and faculty?
CPS provides various services to Student,
Faculty, and Staff. Some of the services
that we provide include:
Vehicle Jumpstarts; vehicle access when
keys are locked in car; will air up your
tire if it is low; Loaner Gas Can Program;
lost and found; safety escorts; First Aid/
CPR/AED trainings; ALICE Trainings;
loaner fatal vision impairment goggles
(alcohol and marijuana)
For more information about services
provided, visit https://www.wou.edu/
safety, or contact their main office at 503838-8481.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Contact the author at kcurtin14@wou.edu
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Visit a natural landmark. The United States is full of beautiful
landscapes, and you don’t have to go far to find one. Wherever
you’re from, there’s bound to be something new to explore; Oregon
contains mountains, rainforests, coasts and deserts.

Go to a festival or fair. There’s always plenty of good celebrations;
spring and summer will bring music festivals, county fairs, rodeos
and other festivities to the area.

Try different food. Our communities are various combinations
of different cultures, and as a result you can find just about any
kind of food here, from Chinese cuisine to Mexican dishes to Irish
pubs. While most of these have been heavily adapted, there’s a few
hidden gems that could be considered authentic. We know you’re
already branching out quite a bit by moving far from home, but
why not try a little extra something new?

Visit a big city. Western is a great place to learn, but it’s a relatively
small sample size of Oregonians. Where better a place is there to
learn about the US than a place where there’s a lot of them? Big
cities are also usually home to many cultural hubs, such as famous
icons, like the Space Needle.

If the opportunity arises, attend a tailgate. According to Culture
Trip, this tradition, along with our enthusiasm for college sports,
is largely unique to the United States. There may not be many
opportunities left until fall, since it usually occurs during football
season, but sometimes tailgating before other events, like baseball,
will happen. While you’re at it, consider attending a game, whether
at Western or elsewhere. Many people certainly have an enthusiasm
for their team, and it makes sporting events an experience, not just
an observation.

Attend commencement, even if you’re not graduating. According
to dailyinfographic.com, some countries like the UK have similar
traditions, but some have none at all or traditions that are very
different. While it can sometimes last several hours, it’s a way to
celebrate the success of your friends, or your own success if you
will be joining.

Contact the author at howllifestyle@wou.edu
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MAKING MAGIC,

ENTERTAINMENT

BREAKING DOWN THE BINARY
“Harry Potter” theme puts a spell on
audiences

Mikaela Wong | Staff Writer

In what has become arguably one of
the most anticipated events of the school
year, the Western Oregon University
Drag Show lived up to its hype. The
23rd annual drag show broke records
as it became the first time that the show
held two production nights and both
completely sold out.
This year’s theme: “Harry Potter and
The Prisoner of the Gender Binary.” A
gender binary is defined by Wikipedia
as “the classification of gender into two
distinct, opposite, and disconnected
forms of masculine and feminine,
whether by social system or cultural
belief.”
The main overarching themes in the
show were inclusiveness, representation
and acceptance.
Dancer Seraphim Benoist said, “we
really focused on making this show a
safe and inclusive space for absolutely
anyone, no matter how you identify. No
matter what you think, you’re here to
dance and be beautiful.”

Susannah Doepken wrote and
directed last year’s show, and played the
role of Lupin this year.
Doepken added, “I think there’s a
really wide range of characters and it’s
written in a way where a lot of people
can feel represented. Hopefully someone
in the audience who has never seen
representation of themselves can feel
represented in the show.”
At one point in the performance,
many of the characters stood at the
front of the stage holding flags that
represented people of different identities
such as asexual, bisexual, allies and of
course, the rainbow pride flag.
Rhianna Salman, who wrote and
directed the show, dedicated it to Marsha
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, two
transgender women who were one of the
first to fight back during the riots in New
York City in 1969 at the Stonewall Inn,
which later became known as the place
where the Pride parade was born.
“We literally have them to thank

for being able to be here,” said Salman,
“the Stonewall riots and the first pride
march … that’s why I choose to represent
Sylvia Rivera and Marsha P. Johnson…
I also want to thank Shelby Wanser,
Sam Fennell and Rory Krehbiel for
contributing to the script writing.”
Rarely during the show was there
silence in the audience. Bouts of
screaming, whistling, cheering and
shouting were continuous throughout
the various numbers that consisted of
choreographed dances, lip syncing and
lots of pelvic thrusting. The energy in
the room was electric, with sexual jokes
being cracked every other line.
Daria Keidar, who played Harry in
the show, heard about the show through
friends she met in dance class.
“I just wanted to be a part of it and
part of the show so I just auditioned,”
Keidar said. “I’ve been dancing since I
was five years old and I’ve been doing
theater since I was in middle school.”
When asked how she reacted when she

Photos by Ashlynn Norton

The show included a “golden snitch” character

Issues such as biphobia were addressed

wou.edu/westernhowl

realized she got the lead role as a firstyear, Keidar replied, “when it finally hit
me I was just like ‘oh f---, I’m the lead.’”
The bold personalities that filled the
stage were welcomed with cheers and
applause that inspired everyone to own
their identities, no matter what that
looked like to others. The narration
encouraged people to accept each other
wholeheartedly, and challenged them
to stray away from the social constructs
that constrict growth and love of one’s
individuality. The drag show provides
an opportunity to claim the true identity
that calls and encourages people to own
every aspect of it- even if it changes
over time. After all, as the show said,
“you might find yourself in a new closet
everyday, it just means you get to find a
different outfit to come out in.”
Contact the author at mwong16@wou.edu.
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Pulitzer Prize
winning
playwright
visits
campus
Ayad Akhtar answers
student’s questions in an
open forum

Sean Martinez | Staff Writer
Ayad Akhtar has found success in
many different creative spheres, including
playwriting, book writing and film and
television. On Tuesday, April 9, Akhtar
visited Western Oregon University to
talk about some of his most famous
works. During a sit-down interview that
afternoon, Akhtar discussed his passion
for literature as well as his thought
processes as he wrote his plays.
Around the age of 15, Akhtar began to
write, inspired by a high school teacher.
Attending college to pursue his dream

The Western Howl
Wednesday, April 17, 2019

in theater, he knew he was destined to
write a play, but he did not know where
to start.
“I often say a good idea for a story
is the meeting point between two or
three ideas,” Akhtar said. He waited for
his gathered ideas to converge before he
began writing his most successful play to
date.
“Disgraced,” which was released in
2012, won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama
in 2013. The play highlights the conflicts
that arise when identity interferes with
religion.
“One of the reasons “Disgraced”
ended up being (so popular) is because
it foresaw what was happening politically
in America before it happened,” Akhtar
stated.
Akhtar’s goal when writing is to keep
the audience engaged and thinking,
which is why he rewrote the ending for
“Disgraced” thirteen times to ensure it
would. After audiences witnessed the
complexity of the play, talkbacks were
enforced so viewers could engage with
Akhtar.
“I was constantly tweaking and
shaping the play based on my experiences
of seeing it with audiences,” Akhtar
stated.
Later that night, Western’s Jensen
Lecture Series hosted “An Evening with

Ayad Akhtar,” as he continued to shed
more light on “Disgraced,” as well as “A
War Within,” released in 2005, and “The
Invisible Hand,” released in 2015. He
was interviewed live on stage by theater
professor Kent Neely, who then took
questions from the audience. Akhtar
appreciated the uncertainty of the
questions he was asked.
“I don’t need to see (the questions).
I think the more spontaneous the
dialogue is, the better,” Akhtar admitted.
He proceeded to answer questions
concerning his life experiences.
Despite all of Akhtar’s success, it
never came easy. Even with encouraging
parents, it took 23 years for Akhtar
to finally feel comfortable as a writer.
It was during Akhtar’s 20s when the
real struggles started: his grandparents
berated his parents for Akhtar not
pursuing a career that was economically
rewarding, and for not knowing what to
write about. In his 30s, Akhtar realized
writing was a way to express his beliefs.
“Getting perspective on your own
experience and understanding what’s
valuable in it for other people to know is
a huge lesson,” Akhtar concluded.

Campus events
that will keep
boredom at bay
Entertainment to look
forward to this term

Chrys Weedon | Entertainment Editor

April

17

Diane Tarter “Pages” exhibit
opening
Join the artist for the opening reception
of her exhibit.

Location: Second floor Hamersly Library
Time: 4:00-5:30 p.m

April

19

Alon Goldstein masterclass and
performance

Guest artist teaches a masterclass on the
piano and gives a performance.

Location: Smith Music Hall
Time: Masterclass: 10:30 a.m., Performance:
7:30 p.m.

May

1

An elegant evening of piano
music

This recital features the work of the
piano students of the music program.

Location: Smith Music Hall
Time: 7:30 p.m.

May

2

An elegant evening of vocal
music

Singing duo Claire Hudkins (Western
faculty) and Deac Guidi perform,
accompanied by Susan Buehler.

Location: Smith Music Hall
Time: 7:30 p.m.

May

14

Chamber music at Western
Chamber music presented by Dr. Carlos
Velez.

Location: Smith Music Hall
Time: 7:30 p.m.

May

16

Salem String Quartet
The Quartet returns to Western with
faculty Katherine Perks on cello.

Location: Smith Music Hall
Time: 7:30 p.m.

Photo courtesy of Ayad Akhtar

Akhtar has written four plays and one novel

Contact the author at smartinez17@wou.edu

SPRING ENTERTAINMENT:

June

1

Percussion ensemble

Paul Owen directs this term’s
percussion ensemble.

Location: Smith Music Hall
Time: 7:30 p.m.

June

3

Victor Barranco masterclass and Jazz
Orchestra and Latin Jazz Ensemble

Barranco teaches a jazz masterclass and
is a featured guest artist performing
with the Jazz ensembles later in the
night.

Location: Masterclass: Smith Music Hall,
Performance: Rice Auditorium
Time: Masterclasses: 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.,
Performance: 7:30 p.m.

June

8

Smith Fine Arts presents: Kelly
Willis
After a long hiatus, Willis is back on
tour promoting “Back Being Blue,”
released in 2018. Performing with the
Jazz ensembles later in the night.

Location: Rice Auditorium
Time: 7:30 p.m, Performance: 7:30 p.m.

June

The Rosa Lee Show

Rosa Lee performs a one-woman show
that involves stories, poetry, video, and
more, all in American Sign Language.
performing with the Jazz ensembles
later in the night.
Location: Rice Auditorium
Time: 4:00- 6:00 p.m.
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SENIOR SEND-OFF

SPORTS

Alumnae and others pull together to give the
senior rugers a great final home game
Cora McClain | Copy Editor
There was a chill in the air on
the drizzly morning of April 13 as
Western’s Women’s Rugby took to
the pitch against a team sporting
very similar colors to our Wolves.
An interview with Club President
Lexi Osborn after the game
cleared up the confusion.
“Eastern cancelled on us
Wednesday, so we sent out a
mass Facebook post inviting any
women ruger (rugby player) in
the Oregon area to come out for
our seniors’ last home game …
most of them are alum,” Osborn
explained.
The Alumnae and Wolves
faced off for this exciting match.
From the first blow of the whistle,
the energy between the two teams
was palpable, both giving their all.
The experience of the Alumnae
was obvious from their expert
passing and pushing against the
Wolves as they held their defensive
line. However, it couldn’t hold the
Alums back from scoring the first
try of the game. This was followed
shortly by a quick play by the
Wolves that won them their first
try.
After, the aggressive teams
struggled up and down the
sideline. Their bodies slammed
together, each team pushing as
the rain began to pour. The raw
power of the Wolves gave them
the ability to crawl along the
sideline to their next try, making it
through the uprights for the extra
points, taking the lead. However,
the Alumnae retaliated with their
fast passing to earn their next try.

This struggle continued as the
cheering of supportive fans rang
out as the Wolves found a break in
the Alumnae’s defensive. Sprinting
down the center of the field to a
slide through the uprights earned
the Wolves their final try for the
half. The hard work of each team
displayed in the final score of the
half, 24-20 Wolves.
The second half saw the teams
come back with even more energy
than before. A battle that traveled
from sideline to sideline ensued,
with injuries sustained from both
the Wolves and Alumnae as the
later pulled ahead with decisive
passing and power pushing them
into a lead. However, as the clock
had 16 minutes left, the teams
broke and gathered together into a
huddle. Hip-hip-hoorays rang out
over the field as the sun peaked
out from the clouds.
After the seniors were
presented to the crowd of cheering
fans, each sporting a crown of
flowers, Osborn explained that
it was the Wolves’s final home
match for the season.
“We wanted to give the seniors
a good send-off,” Osborn said.
When asked about the future of
the club, she explained that half of
the team are rookies who started
just two weeks earlier.
“We have a lot to learn,”
Osborn said. She explained how
they were going to have to work
on their defense for future games.
The Wolves will be taking to
the pitch once again on April 20
to face off against University of
Portland.
Contact the author at cmcclain17@wou.edu
Contact the author at cmcclain17@wou.edu

The final game of the Wolves season will be away, at University of Portland on April 20
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SPORTS

First-year club,

first-year
champions

Wolves host Club Basketball League
Championship, Western Oregon Club
Basketball takes first
Shariff Youngblood | Freelancer
On a typical Pacific Northwest cold and gloomy
day, five teams battled for the Northwest Basketball
Club League Championships. A trophy was on the
line, and there was only one team that was going to
go home with it.
On April 13, the Wolves, University of Portland,
Seattle University, University of Oregon and a second
Western club team, which was added due to a team
dropping out, came together. Western students
gathered around the gym to show support for the
home team.
The first game of the tournament on April 13 saw
the Wolves take on the University Of Portland Pilots.
The Pilots came out scoring in the first half, and kept
hitting shots in the second; they ended up closing out
Western, 71-52.
With a game under their belt and a loss on their
record, the Wolves responded by coming out on
fire versus the University of Oregon as they built a
comfortable halftime lead of 47-32. The University of
Oregon would not go quietly as they hit three-pointer
after three-pointer and cut lead down to six with
about five minutes remaining, but it was all Wolves
from there as they pulled away late with a final score
of 96-77.
After every team played two games, the tournament
playoffs began. The Wolves were matched up against
the Pilots. Western’s second club basketball team was
matched up with Seattle University. The Wolves had
revenge on their mind as they looked to knock the
Pilots out of the tournament; Western’s second club
team was looking to advance to the championships.
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Western’s second club
team played a close game all
the way through the second
half. The deficit was cut to
three points in the closing
seconds. Seattle University
stepped up late and made
four free throws to close out
the game, 47-41.
The Wolves started their
game against the Pilots by
hitting six threes in the first
half. However, the Pilots
were determined to make
it a close game and cut the
lead down to single digits
with the score being 35-28
going into the second half.
The second half proved
to be a physical game with both teams trading buckets
until the last four minutes, when Western held to the win.
Both teams fought hard, but the Wolves hung on with a
54-44 win to advance to the championships versus Seattle
University.
The championship game was finally here. The Wolves
were matched up against the undefeated Seattle University
team. Western came out fired up and was able to build a
double-digit lead in the first couple of minutes. The teams
traded baskets but the Wolves were leading 38-23 going
into the second half.
The second half was a completely different game as
Seattle University started making shots. They fought their
way back and cut the lead down to four points with about
six minutes to go. With his team needing to extend the
lead, the Club Sports player of the week Joey Gaylord
took over. Gaylord started the runoff by hitting back to
back deep threes extending the lead to 10 in the closing
minutes.
However, Seattle University would not let up, and cut
the lead down to six with about 40 seconds of play left.
The Wolves made their free throws and closed out the
game 54-46, capping off a 3-1 finish and earning the title
of Basketball Club League Champions.
“This championship is really big for WOU with us
being such a small school. We have about 6,000 students
and were playing against D1 schools and we have proven
ourselves as one of the top D2 schools out there,” said
Gaylord.

Contact the author at syoungblood16@wou.edu
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Upcoming varsity
sporting events
April 17
Track and Field — Bryan Clay Invitational
Location: Azusa, CA
Time: All day

April 18
Track and Field — Bryan Clay Invitational
Location: Azusa, CA
Time: All day
Track and Field at Mt. SAC
Location: Torrance, CA
Time: All day
Soccer vs University of Oregon
Location: University of Oregon
Time: 7 p.m.

April 19
Track and Field — Bryan Clay Invitational
Location: Azusa, CA
Time: All day
Track and Field — Beach Invitational
Location: Long Beach, CA
Time: All day
Track and Field — Mt. SAC Relay
Location: Torrance, CA
Time: All day
Doubleheader: Baseball vs Central
Washington
Location: Western Oregon University
Time: 1 p.m., 4 p.m.
Doubleheader: Softball vs Western
Washington University
Location: Western Washington University
Time: 1 p.m., 3 p.m.

April 21
Track and Field — Mt. SAC Relay
Location: Torrance, CA
Time: All day
Track and Field — Beach Invitational
Location: Long Beach, CA
Time: All day
Doubleheader: Softball vs. Simon Fraser
Location: Simon Fraser
Time: 12 p.m., 2 p.m.
Doubleheader: Baseball vs. Central
Washington University
Location: Western Oregon University
Time: 1 p.m., 4 p.m.

Men’s Club Basketball just completed their first year as an official club, and earned their first championship trophy

Photos by Paul F. Davis
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Horoscopes

This Week in
Completely Made Up
- TA U R U S -ARIES3/21-4/19

4/20-5/20

-CANCER-

-LEO-

Okay, that’s enough Oregon — can we
get some sun now?

MAKE SURE TO BREAK DOWN YOUR
NACHO THOROUGHLY. It hurts when
you swallow a big piece D;

-GEMINI5/21-6/20

It is your birthright to celebrate your
The stars have heard whispers of a Star Ok so can we bring back light-up
shoes
birthday every day of Aries season. If
Wars club forming…
you’re not, then you’re doing something
wrong.

6/21-7/22

-LIBRA9/23-10/22

7/23-8/22

10/23-11/21

- CAPRICORN- - AQUARIUSDue to unforeseen circumstances,
Capricorn will not be attending class
today. (Unforeseen circumstance:
stayed up until 5 a.m. watching Netflix.)

8/23-9/22

Let me blow your mind real quick: It’s
only Week 3. *Mind = blown*

- S C O R P I O - - SAGITTARIUS-

Sure, Libra, keep complaining about the T A K E T H E L E A P
rain. We know in a few weeks you’ll be
complaining about the heat.

12/22-1/19

-VIRGO-

1/20-2/18

Do you even have time to be reading
this Aquarius?

wou.edu/westernhowl

11/22-12/21

Sooo, pizza for lunch again? Okay,
cool. Good call.

- PISCES2/19-3/20

Goes to college. Graduates from
college. Still isn’t qualified for any job.

Compiled By The Western Howl Staff
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ENVIRONMENTALLY-FRIENDLY
Being environmentally-friendly
is our duty, so here are some
tips to really make
Paul F. Davis | Managing Editor
Human-made
environmental
problems are showing — climate
change and severe contamination —
and they are killing our planet. Luckily,
the solution is here — ban single-use
plastic bags. Nope, sadly our earth’s
human-made contamination is much
too multifaceted to solve just by making
plastic bags fly into the past like they fly
away in a slight breeze.
Still, feel-good laws like these don’t
actually have a large enough impact
on future environmental issues. Even
so, Oregon State Legislature passes
bills like House Bill 2509 into law.
Chiefly sponsored by Carla C. Piluso,
the bill states that retail establishments
statewide can only provide recycled
paper bags for customer use. This will
reduce the amount of single-use plastic
bags consumed in Oregon. However,
with the requisite reduction of plastic
bags, there will need to be an equal
increase in paper and reusable bags.
According to the UK’s Environmental
agency, “paper bags must be used three
times” to neutralize its environmental
impact, relative to plastic.
With that in mind, paper bags are
objectively worse than plastic bags. This
conclusion was made because the United
Kingdom’s Environmental Agency
found that paper bags require four
times as much water to produce than
plastic bags, and the trees that are used
to create paper bags are contributors to
acid rain. Not to mention, it requires
seven trucks worth of paper bags to
equal the number of plastic bags carried
in on one semi-truck carrying plastic
bags. But most importantly, have you
used a wet paper bag?
What needs to be known is that being
“environmentally-friendly” is much
more complicated than “will it compost
or not?” True environmentallyfriendliness comes from what is called a
life-cycle assessment of a good.
These life-cycle assessments take
into account all facets of a product’s

environmental footprint, including but
not limited to: water usage, the toxicity
of after products, the energy necessary to
produce, what it took to manufacture the
raw materials needed and the transport
after production.
We already know the best and basic
steps to at least work towards a more
environmentally friendly attitude: reduce,
reuse, recycle.
Reduction is accomplished mostly by
asking yourself, “do I really need this?” Do
I need these takeout utensils, or should I
use my own that I have at home? Am I
buying this new phone because I need it,
or because I want to look a certain way?
Reuse can be as simple as using your
new fancy paper bag as a trash bag or by
buying refurbished technology — which
is cheaper, too.
For those that don’t know how to
recycle, the most important thing you can
do is contact your local recycler and ask
what you can and cannot recycle; some
recyclables can be recycled but some areas
don’t have the technology to do so. For
example, even though paper cups given
to you at Starbucks or Dutch Bros say that
they are recyclable, most areas cannot
actually recycle them because there is
thin plastic layer on the inside of every
cup that requires a special technology to
remove said layer.
Being environmentally-friendly can be
hard, but if you work on being intentional
with your choices you can make huge
difference in your environmental
footprint.

Contact pfdavis14@wou.edu
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SIX TIPS TO BE MORE
ECO-FRIENDLY
Buy refurbished technology
rather than new technology

Drink a vegetable-based
milk instead of cow’s milk

2

3

Go paperless for your bills

5

Reduce the amount of meat
you eat

Invest in reusable utensils

Reduce the single-use food
and drink containers you buy
Tips based on information provided by the Environment and Ecology website
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Respect yourself. Protect yourself.

Get yourself tested.

Polk County Public Health services:
Reproductive Health Clinic

Other Services:

• Personalized birth control options
based on your needs

• STD screening, testing
and treatment
• Immunizations
• Home visiting program
for children
• HIV Case management

• Annual exams
• Pap and breast exams
• Pregnancy planning and testing

182 SW Academy St., Suite 302
Dallas, OR 97338

Details at: www.co.polk.or.us • Call for appointment: 503-623-8175

Campus-wide
Easter egg hunt
Continued from page 4

“We hide eggs on Monmouth Avenue
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, and students have all week
to come in and win a prize,” said Cole
Hendren, Communications Officer for
SVA. “Each person is allotted two eggs per
day, and then you can only win one of the
major prizes.”
While the majority of the prizes are
smaller things like candy, the club is
also giving away board games, sporting
equipment, gift cards to local restaurants
and more. Some of their bigger prizes
include a 55-inch Smart TV and a Roku.
How can students win prizes like the
TV, then?
“You’ve got to find the right egg,” said
Hendren. “Each egg has a little note inside,
and the note has a number. Then the
number corresponds to a list that we have
where the numbers are connected to each
prize… so we have no idea putting them
out which ones they are.”
Reflecting on their hopes for the
event, Stephanie Mahoney, SVA Chapter
President, shared that the club is trying to
make this one of their biggest community
events of the year.
“We’ve been trying to make this one of
our club traditions to make this an annual
event to let people know that we’re here
as well as to connect with other students,”
said Mahoney.

Hendren also shared how this event is
strategically placed to reach out to students
at a time of the year when many might feel
sad at not being able to go home to their
families.
“I think, for a lot of kids who can’t go
home for Easter but who do celebrate it,
this is a cool deal,” said Hendren. “It’s a
nice ‘hey, you’re not alone.’ We’re all here
together, and if you can’t go home, that’s
okay.”
Looking forward to the rest of the year,
a few of the SVA events that Mahoney and
Hendren are excited for are a headstone
cleaning on Memorial Day, a banquet with
the Veterans Resource Center and a panel
during Diversity Week where student
veterans share their experiences.
One final thing that Mahoney and
Hendren emphasized is that the WOU
Student Veterans of America is not
exclusively a club for veterans — anyone
can join.
“When you have a group like this where
a bunch of veterans get together, it gives
you a sense of family again,” said Hendren.
Students can learn more about the
Student Veterans of America by visiting
them in the Veterans Resource Center of
by attending one of their biweekly club
meetings that take place on Tuesdays at
5:30 p.m. in WUC 108.
Contact the author at howlnews@wou.edu
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